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Company B, 108rd Ammunition 
Train, 28th Division, Lied: iN aia 


After war had been declared on Germany by the 
United States, Adjutant General Stewart, of the State of 
Pennsylvania, ordered an Ammunition Train added to the 
National Guards of Pennsylvania to bring the division to 
a higher state of efficiency. 


On July 7, 1917, Eugene E. Moyer, formerly a resi- 
dent of Lebanon, but then employed at the State Capitol, 
visited Lebanon and proceeded-to organize a Company 
of men to be cne of the Regiment. — His first move 
was to interest Henry D. Shenk, who was at that time a 
private in the Q. M. Corps, Pa. N. G. Messrs. Moyer and 
Shenk secured the promise of Ralph O. Bowman to trans- 
fer to the outfit from H Company of the old 4th Pa. inte 
also a Lebanon organization. 


"- Alfred W. Boyer was next signed up, and these four, 
the nucleus of the unit which is the subject of this sketch, 
proceeded to bring the organization to the eyes of the 


. public. 


* “* Walter J. Ritcher was then secured, and rendered 
services‘in a clerical capacity. - ry 

Trips were made thruout the City and County in 
_ search of men tended fitted for the Uuties of this sion 
* oany. : 

By the affernoon of the 14th of July, fifty-eight (53) 


men had signed up, and the Company was ready ta be 
3worn into the State service. This was effected by Major . 


_H. D. Case, Inf., on the night of the 14th of July, after an 


inspection by Col. Williams, U. S. A., in the State Armory 
at Lebanon. 
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SE a eee fifty-eight (58) men follow: ? 


Ralph O. Bowman Wonaries D. Gingrich 7 
Alfred W. Boyer Albert H. Herr 
i art ~ Robert “i. Reed Milton I. Leininger 
James A. O’Donnell @- Cedric I.’ Homan _ 
_ Frank B. Buser Ray C. Crawford © | 
Leroy Haas Adam Hoffman - 
John J. Stillman "  Resley Hibshman 
. Oscar A. Krumbine John A. Waltz 
-- - “Maynard Hess Warren C. Will 
George Beamesderfer --~ Clarence L. Beard 
Paul I. H. Bleichert Henry L. Fasnacht. 
Stanley E. Gappa_ . _ Henry E. Hershberger . 
- Charles J. Hoffman Isaac Kneasel - 
Elmer E. Kohr George Causer 
Hobson Wagner ~ John Weirich 
Paul A. Youse Edward Binner ~ 
Frank Blauch __- _ Edgar Blessing - 
Frank E. Brunner Henry A. Olwine 
. James Adams’ _ Norman W. Sharp at 
Harry, Smith Irwin L. Snavely 
'* *John J. Garrity ‘J. Frank Spangler . 
ra. * Paul Helder ; Roy Spangler 
ae ~ Elwood Smith John Brewer as 
-- James T. Brooks * Grant C. Bickel - 
ea: a _ - Warren Werner... = - | Henry D. Shenk -_ io there ia 
S, ‘Walter Ritcher tee aRobert C. Heffelfinger | 
ee e Arthur Reigert John M. Shenk 
ae | Harry Kurtz George M. Smith 
a Plea Uhrich rh H. Gerberich 
ae pen in auto accident at Mt. Gretna. 
F {Died in France. = 
Pachate . 
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Ne ag alled out and 
-held in readiness for active s rvice. Owing. to Jack of 
rendezvous, this Company of the Ammunition Train was 
ordered to leave Lebanon at 10:45 A.M, Tuésday, July 
17th, and mobilize at Mt. Gretna. 


“+ At eight o'clock A.M., Sunday, July 15th, 1917, the 
Company was assembled for the first time under State - 
jurisdiction. After a brief drill the Company was dis- 
missed and ordered to report on Monday, at eight o’clock 
-A.M. By this time Mr. Moyer had been commissioned 
First Lieutenant, and assumed command of the Company. 
Monday morning, July 16th, was spent in drilling in the 
P.O. S. of A. drill room. The afternoon was passed in a 
like manner. Altho called into active service, the men 
were allowed to spend this last night in their homes, and 
again reported Tuesday morning. At nine-thirty o’clock 
the march to the railroad station was started. Altho raw 
Yecruits, the men presented a creditable appearance on 
this march. 


ee Te TBEh the National Guards were c 


Upon detraining at Mt. Gretna, at 10.25 o’clock, the 
Company was again -formed-and marched to the camp site 
on the-hill near the reservoir. At 2.30 o’clock, P.M:, tent- ’- 
age was received, and in a pouring rain the tents were 
erected, every man being drenched to the skin durirg 
the operations. 





Owing to the lack of cots and blankets, the mgn were 
allowed to return to their homes for the night: 


- 


~ .. .Wednesday saw order growirfz cut of chavs, and mili- 

~ “tarysrules were enforced. The necessary adjuncts to a 
camp had been established, and nightfall found the mer, 
in fairly comfortable quarters. 


The following day, Lieut. Moyer appointed his non. 

- commissioned officers, namely: Ralph O. Bowman, Reg. 
Sup. Sergeant Truckmaster; Henry D. Shenk, Reg. Sup. 
Sergeant Clerk; Alfred W. Boyer, Mess Sergeant: James 
A. O’Donnell, Sergeant Mechanic; Robert L. Reed, Ser- 


_ 
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pa weeed i. geant “Assistant Truck“Master ; Albert “H-“Herr, Sergeant~ ve 
Assistant Truck Master; MiltoffP Leininger, Sergeant - 
A. T. M.; Harry Kurtz, Sergeant Agent; and Cedric I. 
Homan, Corporal Agent. 


On Thursday, J uly 19th, the Company underwent 
another physical examinati&® by a U. S. Army. physician. 


As a result of this examination, Privates Paul Helder, - 
of Myerstown; James Brooks, of Lebanon, and Elwood 
- . Smith, of Lebanon, were rejected, and granted a surgeon’s 
certificate of disability, thus releasing them from the 
“ service. — eee: 
This reduced the number to fifty-five (55) men, 
ae which was then war strength. = 


On the fourth day after our arrival. at Mt. Gretna, 
each man underwent his first inoculation for the preven- 
tion of typhus and typhoid fever, and each week for four 
weeks every man was “‘shot in the arm’ at Field Hos- 
pital No. 112. This preventive accomplished its purpose, 
for not one of our men contracted either of these diseases. 


The remaining days in July were uneventful, and the. 
time was spent in drilling and ‘whipping the men ito 
-Shape for service overseas.° 


' On August Ist, regimental dnd battalion headquar- 
ters were moved to Mt. Gretna from Philadelphia, and 
Fiza ~ Regimerital Supply Sergeant Shenk was transferred ° 
there as Battalion Sergeant Major, thus creatingea vacan- 
~~ ¢y which was filled by the promotion-to Regimental .Sup- ~ 
. @ . _. ply Sergeant of Alfred W. Boyer. -Cook-Charles D-Ging- — 
» .» . rich was then promoted to fill the post of Mess Sergeant. | 
_ James Adams was also called to Headquarters to serve in 
a clerical capacity. The two vacancies thus created were 
filled by the enlistment of LeRoy Tomney, of Virginia, and 
Henry C. Muench, of Lebanon. . . 


On August 5, 1917, the Company was automatically” 
“drafted into Federal service. - o 
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» 24 =During: -the-hotdays~ of August* the: ‘drilling “pro- 
‘=. gréssed, and daily reviews of the regiment by Lt. Col. H. 
C. Williams were held. Evenings and Sundays were takén 
«- up-by visitors or trips to Mt. Gretna Park. Coamnpli- 
ntary concerts were tendered to the Company by the 
,_ Perseverance Rand, of Lebanon, and the Iroquois-Band 
and the Men’s Glee Club, of ‘Palmyra, and were greatly 
"enjoyed.: = Lar = i - Sh Gila. 
For the first month the life proved rather arduous, 
owing to the sudden transition from civil to army life, 
. With the consequent changes of meals and mode of living. 
When the kind-hearted citizens of Lebanon, Myerstown, 
and Palmyra learned of the sameness of. the fare, and 
other needs of the Company, thru the Lebanon Daily. - 
News, they contributed liberally to a- fund created by 
‘the News. In a few days this fund, which had grown to 
nearly $1,000, was handed to the commander to establish 
a Company fund. Out of this fund were purchased the ne- 
cessities and luxuries not provided by the Government. | 
and it was drawn on continuously for extras for‘ the 
men’s mess. It -was replenished by our share of the 
_regimental canteen profits. 


- On ‘the 20th of August, the Company was plunged 
into sorrow by the accidental death of Private John Gar- 
rity, who was killed in an auto collision while on his wa 
to his homé ‘in. Lebanon. Seven membérs of the squac 
of which Garrity was a part, in charge of Corp. Homan, 

_ attended the funeral services at the Garrity home. 
.. “x +Barial was made at Wilmington, Delaware. . ae D" 


L iv 
i es 


“= “The vacancy. created by Private Garrity’s death was 
filled by the transfer to the Company of Charles V. Mack- 
ert, of Sunbury. — ' 

On August 22nd, a wind storm Swept the camp 
grounds and leveled the mess tents of No. 1 and No. 
3 Companies ard the entire line of Squad tents of 
Company No. 6. We, No. 2 Company, fared better 
. than the rest, as fortunately the entire Company was in 
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“s--camp-at-the-tiniepand eaéhmai sprang to the:ropes‘and ~ 
kept -the tents in their Ptaces. 7 mays 


On August 24th, orders were received to pack ail 
equipment and hold ourselves in readiness to move. Im- 
mediately, rumors were started fo the effect that we > 
were to leave for Hoboken to- sail for. France. - Instead,- 
orders were received cancelling the moving orders, and 
we passed another week at Mt. Gretna before orders were 
again received to mové. This time they were carried thru, 

- and camp was struck’ at noon on September 7th. The 
=~ +. ¢oaches arrived at 8:30 o’clock P.M., and the first section, 
of which we were a past, got under way at 9:00 o’clock. 
The remainder of the regiment left about two hours later. 


Harrisburg was reached about midnight, and after 
a two-hour wait, travel was resumed and the morning 

found us in Washington, where we were served with cof- 
fee and sandwiches by the Red (ross Canteen workers. . 

After a few hours we again sped on our way, and reached 

Richmond, Virginia, at two o'clock P.M. .-A march thru 
the town was-made during the time required for filling | 

the water tanks in the coaches, and at four o’clock P.M. 
a we left, after having purchased all available “eats” in the 
vicinity of the Depot. ’ 





' The next stop was made at Ra Mount; N. C., from 
ae _ which point innumerable postals were sent home. , The 
~- "next morning, September 9th, we arrived -in the railroad 
a -yards at Wheelas, Georgia, five miles west of Augusta, at 
_. which point Camp. Hancock was located. We détrained.. -* 
@.- - : there and marched north. on Wheelas road and ‘east on 
~ Penna. Ave., to our camp site near the Base Hospital. The 
# site was laid out for twelve Companies in regular order, 
me ak No. 1 taking the western end, with.No. 12 Beene the site 
on the east. 


on The brush which covered the sandy soil. was {uickly 
oe % cleared away and tents erected. For several days all en- 
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- "ebptes wete-airectadtto’ getting thé Camp into shape ‘for : a 
~ Jong period of training. a 


r 


er September 13th a daily drill schedule was put into 
effect and followed until October 1, 1917, when a thirteen 


, weeks schedule was published and followed to the end, at 


“which time another thirteen weeks schedule was issued. 
This, too, was completed. 


On Obtober 20, 1917, a 2 aroanitinen of the eins was . 
_ Made, and No. 2 Company received 37 men from No. 4 
Company, which was recruited at Selinsgrove, Penna., 
and moved to the old site occupied by Company No. 4. 
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< - BE a, 
a | ty bealmeina 
“ : = The names of the 37 men follow: ig 


G..Laglie Van Allen’ George R. Dockey» { 
; é sb ee | Moca 


Harley N. Shipman ; “yeeyiret F. Jarrett — ‘ 
Harry G. Snyder . Charles E. Seaman 
Palmer M. Thomas William J. Emerick 
Leon E. .Fredericks Thomas L. Hopewell pats 
‘Pred. G. Van Kirk George Stahl __ 
; ~ Lawrence B. Wetzel _| Emerson E. E. Ruch 
Bruce C. Auman } W. Lloyd Clush 
- J. Frank Auman ‘ Clark Kuster f 
John B. Troutman Joseph Fayko 
: . Monroe C. Neiswender | -Kemer H. Runkle 
Earl Y. Bossert - ‘ ‘George F- Kalb | 
John: H. Buyers Reno G. Scott : 
Clarence Te Lutz Clarence Deppen 
; Ghesteh L.Sboawig _ Paul R.- Repn 
John M. Simpson = . George R. Morgan 
ay | George H. Stock ret 2 John R. Bowen 2 ~*~ he: " 
ie | ' Harry F ~Wwilt waren Harry Whiteleather This = 


ze D. Benton Brubaker 
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—="Phis- nade. the:strength of the Company 92 men and 
3 ee y 


: poe: fe ¢ 
With the 37 men came Lieut. Garfield J. Phillips, who 
was attached to the Company and rémained until hon- 
orably ae eG thru pe ce disability on March 20th, 
"1918. ¥ bets 
' After this reorganization was completed, drilling was -. 
resumed as per schedule. 


On November 3rd, 1917, Captain John C. Groff 
was placed’ in command of the Company, and Lieut. Moyer 
remained as First Lieutenant. Capt. Groff made no mater- 
ial changes in the schedule or-personnel of the Company. 
With Capt. Groff came Corp. Frame to be Company Clerk. 


During the months of November, December, 1917; ' 
January and February, 1918, daily drills were held, wit? 
occasional regimental reviews before Lieut. Col- Williams. 
-About March 1st*our Motor Equipment started comiaz 
in. Before Camp Hancock was left, we had recsi ved our 


full quota of trucks, altho only 10° of them were in si 


actual use. Upon arrival of trucks, drills became shorter, 
and more.time was devoted to truck nomenclature an 
ozeration. Even with the trucks in use, time was taken 
to work out Infantry field problems, days and nights being 
spent in imaginary attacks. - 


About Vann 15th, 19187the third and last table. of 
; organization was received, and another re-organization 


effected. This table called for three officers and 142 > 


enlisted men. 


To bring the Company up to the new strength sixty 
men were requisitioned and sent to us from the Motor 
cas hans. located at Camp Hancock at that time. 
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Motor Mechanics: 
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The- following “are*the*men=transferred to us-from . 


._ James Mullanaphy 
‘Jatob H. Erb 

Joe M, Hadden ® : 
Horace E. Prince 
Forest N. Ramsey 
John H. Tweilligan - 
Ulysses G. Thorn 
George I. Vocell 
Hanson A. Witmer 
John C. Brigy 
George Bonleis 
William Tabonnolly 
Chas. M- Duncken 
Carl E. Johnson 
Leo E. J ohnson 
‘Sherman -M. Overholt 
Garl Overleese 
Martin Garvey’ 


- Jose 


=. ~- 


Melbourne R. Roderick 
E. Roy 

Clyde W. Stern 
James E. Stott 
Virgil E. Sweppy 

Guy C. Becker 
Richard K. Birkite 
Gilbert H..- Brightman 
Robert G. Busby 


~ Paseal C. Chambless 


Soren Christman 
Wn F. Clark 
John P. Clifford 
Lewis Cohen 
Joseph Devaney 
Robert J . Ford 
Dan.E. Fry %; 
Peter M. Perez 


‘Francis Gaumont _ Wilbur L. Raley 


sah a ~ Chas. Giblin tie Thomas Franchi 

_ "Thomas W. Gilchrist . Patrick J. Walsh. 

eat oes -- Chas. L. Geodrich John W. Wells. 

@:._... + Walter’ E..Yarrison ...- Abner PDeets =) = 

enmeremmerat oS ieic. Immergluck Dewitt Sanders ae 
° Gustav A. Larson Robert Hunt 

pasate ee Thos. Lukowsky, Jr. _. John W. Burns 


Passall Mazzucca 
Ernest O. Nelson ~ 
Albert F. Ney 


Emmet H. Aews 
~ Arthur R. Engels < 
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“-~In. addition: Pag eee ey Ion to- the “Company 
~ from the Motor Mechanics} the following were also 


transferred to the Company: - hein stad 5 
7 "’ Matthew L. Godshall = John J. Daley ° 
a Joe Morsa : Edgar W. Buchanan 
‘are. John JeBlaine George Cunningham | 
Byron F. Meyers’ - Charles J Adams 
Joseph H. Alberts Raymond H. Phillips | 
Thomas B. Wool Florinda Mashall 
ti Harry H. Pennegar Fred G. Miller Pie 
Walter L. Desert Clayton P. Kerlinz 


James F. Johnson ~ Thomas M. Hoff 
Mike Baraniewiez ; 


The men listed above filled vacancies created by the 
. transfer to other outfits of the fo'!lowing: 


Mike Baraniewiez ~— E. E. Ruch 
George Cunningham _, G. Leslie Van Allen 
James Adams, - Harley N. Shipman n 
, Thomas Hopewell George Stall _ -- sh ee 
Arthur Riegert obs Harry N. Smith 
dj W. Lloyd Clush.- Clark Kuster 
Joseph Fayko . Kemer H. Runkle 
George F. Kalb Clarence Derpen ¢ 
- . Paul Renn George E. Morgan F 
ie. = John R. Bowen Harry Whiteteatt:er 
: Waltér Ritcher Warren Werner 


Harry A. Kurtz 


' Owing to the loss of our Company records, which 
were shipped to France, but which we never received, it ~ 
is impossible to give dates of the above transfers, altho 
the list of names is correct as given. 











yea new aw table? OF f orgafization provided for addi tinal - 
non-commissioned officers, antl the list ws officers and neon: 
commissioned officers follows: 


Ciptie ea t cio rn : st a oe John C. Groff : 
First Tieutenant..0. eee. es. -..Kugene E, Moyer. ; 
Second Lieutenant... Re ‘Howard N. Barnes 
First Sergeant.......—--...: : ND at eeemalph Of Bowman . 
_ Supply Sergeant..2e0m (ae. STOOL, Alfred ‘W. Boyer 
MRSS SOI ed tree setae te re ictancaacet .......Chas. D. Gingrich 
: 
Sergeants— cuir. 
Leininger Herr Reed Thomas 
“Daley ~  — .Snyder O’Donnell 
Corporals— _ * : 
‘ Homan "  Buser ; Crawford 
Frame | Fredericks Haas_ 
_. Hibshman.’ ‘Troufman_ . Neiswender 
Hoffman Stillman tes © VanbKirk.mct- 
Wetzel — Alberts _ Auman ni - 


_Krumbine Buchanan 


; This reorganization was_ completed about April 1st, 


ae from this time until May 12th, 1918; when we left 
“Camp Hanco:k, drilling and trucking was our daily pro- 
- gram. The first. . Battalion, truck convoy, undertaken from - = 
"- Hancock ‘was to Aiken, 8... “As a means of better’ ‘con- 


trol, the Company ‘was divided “into sections, each in 
charge of a Sergeant. 


The sections with their personnel follow: 


"Headquarters Section Lier -¥ bie 


First, Sergeant... gig Setar te ee Bowman 
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| " Corporal LETS ne scot rane oat Ss ane ye aE :.,. frame 
> lee Purlerae ae a cuceniniatmnen S Tica Mallataphy 
f , 1st Ee Sieas - Lakot Meyérs, Godshall, Adams, Sharp -. 
Privates#23_2en......: 000 ‘Duncker, Perez, Mores Panndeht 
40 ; - Supply Section . 
ia “Supply Sergednt marin, to the retires Wh SR lie Boyer 
Mess Sergeant.............2.... BE PAO GROIN Gingrich 
_ Corporaismer 28. itive AE% pte 8 Bk Krumbine, “Buchanan. 
. Wid gonersire ahah... hewn * -Ramsey, Fritz, Witmer 
* [SHCIFR vise tr: atte: Com Leo Johnson, F. Spangler, Wilt 
7 Private: erie. eongition. npacticaly “all Raley 
COOKSs stat tinine mrt hor hem Waltz, Will, Hess 
Repair Section 
Sergeany Mechaniows ure wom you tere Be Reed 
SOY OAL cee ee ee ee re ee ae Herr 
- « Corporaist a2 ths tiene fo tie ches Troutman, Neiswender 
Chief Mechanic ye sit he sera rena se bee! ies. aot ime Muench 
CaleteMethanicuimvvgrt« ta... Muench - 
Wagoner ............. ihe nations } ar. ea Weirich | 
Privates, Maw 384°} che felhnd, teat pes IxeStott gRlaing, © 
; First Section : 
SPreeantin fee ame ite. fhe harbor where. Zax Leininger 
~ Corpora's bore: Pott, Aaeechredericks, Hibshman, A.b:rts 
-Wagoners— 
Beard, Brewer, Buyers, Rashnach? Te Geer Erb 
. Sse Ch rE Smart Dial _Jarret, Brunner, Crews, - Blzuch 
| ties " Privates hey ora 
Gaumont. - Bechea ~ Birkitt Brightman 
| Auman, J. Bickel ‘Boulris Busby 
aisTeG Second Section - | -. 
; Sergeant .......... barat tS a opesteag and 5 Ther! .-....O’Donne'l 
| Corporals:. oven Srin.aercan: She as Buser, Wetzel, -B. Auman 
| 











tei 





aiid ee aoe oe is pears 
aieseher? ene a = Sntith—— 
Ludwig - Simpson aga | 
Ist Cl. Pvts.— 
Seaman 4 GibUnt ae ~ Bld: sing 
‘- Gossert —.. i C. Johnson - »—Topmey c 
Privates— ‘i 
Chambless CiaarK on ‘Cohen 
Devaney Deets _ Christman 
- Clifford Cronin Desert 
) Third Section acl 
SEC RCN Bogie nue ee eee Snyder 
Corporalszacnnt... Sieees.. iakd  ae Homan, Haas 
3 Wagoners— 
Kneasel, flershberger, -Kohr, Hadden, C. Hoffman 
“Asi Cl: Pvts— ; 
y -  Brubakew ' Spangler a Birgy- 
Overholt Brunner Sweppy 
Bade Posen arena Emerick, .Ford, Gerberich, ‘Franchi, Garvey 
f Fourth Section- 4 
Sergeanties 0.2 eee eed = it Thomas 
Corporals.s.3.2.... ..::/:c Waele Stillman, Crawford 
Wagoners..: ieee Beamesderfer, Scott, Engels, Vocell, Wool 
Ist Cl. Pvts.— ‘ 


Snavely,. Mackert, Donnoily Overlesse, Roderick: 
_+ Privates— : 


>? erm 


Dnt Wer ‘ia “Goodrich Heffelfinger — Kerling — “Larson * 


Fifth Section 


SEP g CA ee ere caes da Rete a nahn Daley 
Corporais. seta Se cee Ti Van Kirk, A. Hoffman 
‘Wagoners.>.............. Youse, Wagner, Prince, Thorn, Uhrich 
ist CLP Dy issn Stotk, Dockey, Olwine, Roy, Steen 


Gilchrist Perea ~Immerylni: f dohnson - 
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3 : | 


eae Lukowsky- Marshall — Miller 5 ee ie 
Ney © Mazzucéa *~ Nelson SHenkavienyes co ih eee 


On May 12th, 1918, camp was broken! at Hancock) 
and at noon the march to the railroad was made. At 1. 30. 
_o’elock P.M, the train was boarded and the j journey tothe , - 
. Seaport started; After 45 hours-on.board, we detrained 7 9. 8 
at Camp Mills, ‘L. I., New York.- On May 14, 1918, when. ae 
_ We marched to our Camp, the site allotted. to us ine. 
in a _ deplorable. condition, practically all of 
being‘ inundated. Celar weather changed these oe 
tions rapidly, and in two days all the water had’ disap- : 
_ peared. Friends and relatives started to flock to the Wer eae 
camp to bid us good-bye and good luck. 4 Pa 


Most of the time in this camp was taken up in equip- 
ing. the company with overseas necessities, and inspections 
-of men pug equipment. . 

On May 18 a Long Island train was pede a: 11. 30 - 
A.M., and after a three-hour ride we landed at the ferry 
‘slips, where we boarded ferries which carried us down 
the North River and into the harbor where our transport . 
was anchored. At three o’clock, P.M., we boarded the “Ys 
English S. S. Ceramic, and were assigned to G Deck. % 
‘Pvts. Walsh, Immergluck, Harrison, Wills, Garvey. 92> 3 2. 
Cronin, Cohen, Clark,..Clifford, Giblin, and Hotuweres : @ 
transferred to overseas casual detac hments by reason of .' tee 

-- absence when the Company sailed. wi 


~~ May 19, at 1.15 P.M., saw us start our journey wit) 
portholes closed and all men below deek.* About 4 P.M. 
we bade good-bye to the Statue of Liberty, and sales 
down f for our trip across the Atlantic. 
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ric Tog: of the Tips Sram A ee 
' Mava20 ie 40s ihe Fair and*calm. 
Maye 2). nen oe Fair and calm. 
p Be.) Py eal nual Raining, but. calm. 
= = OMayeos.e 2 et Fair and calm. { © 
i ly Na de age ip igh and stormy: Th Se 
fA ER yb nega tent Rough and stormy. 
Mav oO no eee Cloudy but calm. - 
NUON el ipa tote bat ort aagloudy but calm. 
May C28 Stee Clear and calm. 
mera eas Eg. 4! pinouts oe 2 5 ate aes but calm. 
Mav GUC ee ‘Clear and calm. 


—— os May. 30—Submarine sighted and fired upon by trans- 
ports in the convoy. Qur boat fired one shot at 11 P.M: 
- While still light we entered. -(A depth bomb dropped by - 
an English balloon is said to have sunk the dub.) i 
May 31—Lying in Liverpool harbor. { 
June 1—Left the Ceramic at 9.30 A.M. and marched 
to railroad.terminal in Liverpool, where we. entraified at 
I P|M. We quickly traversed England; and landed at_ 
~ Camp Woodley, outside ‘of Romsey, at_10 P.M., June 2nd. 
This camp was known: as a Rest Camp, and gave us a 
chance to recover from -our voyage In this Camp we 
first came into contact with the Tontmies. i 


On i une 5 we were awakened at 5 AM. and ordered i 
+o prepare for a hike to Southampton. PAt9 A. M. the - 
Pa start was made, and ‘the ten | miles to.Southamptén were, ° 

is covered in about four hours, counting: a ‘stop ofan hour 
for dinner. This was our first hike made with full packs 
on foreign soil. One of the men during a stop had his ; 
pack, weighed, and. discovered that he was carrying 93 lbs. - 
on his hack. His was: an average. pack, altho he carried 
ne rifle. To the 93 Ibs. must be added the 11 Ib. rifle and 
ct rifle seabbard which each. man carried. At 5 Pa 


+ 
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we. boarded the channel =The: Prities George at 


swathé Southampton Docks, for passsae across the peat 


lish. Channel. a ie , ne fone 


4 The.c crossing was raetoripiaiie in eras and we lfhd-. 
ed in Le-Havre, France, at 6 A M.,- June 6th. From the . 


= ~ pads’ of Le Havre we-hiked about 3 miles to a rest camp, 


San Vic, outside of-the city, where we rested. ‘until: 10.30 


P.M, of the night of the 7th. We retraced-our steps to 


the city, landing.in the railroad ‘yards about 12.30 A.M. 
At 2.30 A.M., June 8th, our train left the station, headed 
- ‘for—we knew not where. By noting the names of stations 


~- on the line we could follow our trip on the maps we were 


able to procure in ‘Le Havre. -On this trip we passed the 

fo lowing principal. cities: Rouen, Bernay, Mezidon, Ar- 
entan, Alencon, Laval, Rennes, Redon, finally landing in 

Vannes on ine coast at'5 A. M., Sunday, June 9th, 1918. 


- In Sie camp “(Meucan) we had scarcely become 

settled when orders were received to leave. A and B 

_ Companies were sent out alone to do active duty, Tee 
deliver ammunition to ‘the front. 





The fiinainder of the regiment did not leave Vannes_ 
~ until August 1st, and were pea, for duty August 9th, 
1 1918: 


re 


’ inte was ‘left at 3 P. M. Mifiog, 3 I une 10. Is- sur- 
Tile was our destination, and en route we ‘passed thru - 
_+ the following towns: Redon, Pontchateau. peniey ya: 
“se agers, La Fleche,- Fours, -Oieves,: ‘Bourges, N levers, 3,° Auitun, 
Chagny, Dijon. ‘Camp "Williams" was~the Thame of this 
. Camp, which we reached at 6 P.M., Wednesday, June 12) 


After a few ane rest,- uring: which time: we re- 
ceived new, equipment, among which were our overseas 
..puttees-and overseas caps, we resumed’ our journey by 
train, leaving at 3.20 P.M., Sunday, June 16. On the 
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following. day, June 17; at: 9 A.M.;"we detrained at Lieu- 
i zant, where we received our motor equipment, consisting 
of one Dodge Sedan, 29 Packard 3-ton trucks, and four 
motorcycles. .We left Lieusant on our first ovewand trip 
at 6.20 P.M., Wednesday, June 19, for Gonesse, where 
a 28th Division Headquarters had been established, passing 
thru Paris on our way. This point was reached at 1.30 
A.M., June 20. On June 21, the morning following our 
arrival in Gonesse, Wagoner Scott suffered a broken arm 
when two trucks collided, and was transferred to New 
_ Zealand Hospital in Paris. hase 
Under orders we were held in-the town of Gonesse. 
While there, we were kept busy supplying. the various - 
Infantry units of our Division, who were training in this 
area, with ammunition until Sunday, June _23, at 3 P.M., 
when we left for Sablonniers, a few miles behind the lines 
on the Marne Front. Sablonniers was reached at 10 A.M. 
Monday, and a camp established. From this point we de- 
livered our first ammunition to troops in action, and some 
of the truck drivers and crews'received their baptism of 
fire. While enroute we experienced our first German air 
raid, but suffered no’ casualties. 7 ee 

‘We were now in active service_and doing the aan 
for which we enlisted. Nightly excursions were made to 
the front, and then- back to the dumps to replenish our 
ammunition stores. In order to secure better cover, we 
were moved on Saturday, June 29th, to the Le None Le 
Pretre woods, above Hondonvilliers. 

At this point we saw plenty or excitement: for Boche 
planes were -continually overhead. Séveral observation 
balloons were shot down close by,’so we were compel’ed to 
keep strictly under cover. Nightly deliveries were made 
from this camp until July 7, when an advance echelon was 

-estoblisted. This. echelon consisted of 50 men and 10 
trucks under command of Lieut. Moyer. It remained 
at this point, while the remainder of the company 
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moved back to Sablonniers, Sunday, July 7th. - The | 
duty of the echelon wag to supply ammunition direetly dee 
the Infantry, and operated under orders of the 56th Inf. _ 
Brigade commander. The remainder of the Company was ee. 
. ’ employed in bringing ammunitjon from the Army dumps 
; to the train ang,division dum: » as Pe as Beltvering to 
the units in the front. ‘ % 

July 7th, 1918, Pvts. Giblin, Cohen and, Clark re- 
joined the Company. (The activities of the Company 
proper will be dealt with and the echelon taken up later.) 

Day after day passed uneventfully. Each night 

"= ©. ‘stealthyetrips were made to the dumps under the veil of 
darkness. ba 
Ervis.. bry. inate? and Garvey rejoined July 
12th, 1918. July 14th, 1918, the fifth German offensive 
was launched, and every man was ordered to be on the 
alert for any call. The 28th Pivision, of which we were 
a part, was. now. thrown intq the lines-and work com- 
“ menced in earnest. July 25th we moved to Bois de La 
(Ht. Borne. July 26th, moved to woods south of Courbon, 
‘where we remained until August-4th, 1918. Pvt. Harri- 
son rejoined the Company August Ist. \slugust 4th, 
moved to’ woods west of Jaulgonne, near Fere En Tarde- 
nols. Under cover of dense woods, a large dump was 
established. On August 9th the remainder of the regi- 
° ment came tp from southern France, ready for action. 
_ The artillery of the Division went into-action about Aug. 
10th, and the hauling of artillery arimunition kept the 
trucks, busy. On August 11, Pvts. Emery; Guimont* ~ i. 
Heisey, Holmgren, and Wittenstein 1 weré assigned to the. com 
Company. September Ist, 1919, moved.to woods between 
Rouchers and Goussancourt. From this time on, the Com- 
pany took on the handling of the small arms ammunition 
~ entirely for khoth 55th and 56th Brigades, in addition to 
artillery. From this-woods ammunition was delivered to 
the batteries until September 10, 1918, when the Division 
= was relieved for a restaeem = 
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a, oe —m i > _. The Echelon. 

From July 7, 191% to July 19th the echelon camped 
at Hondonvelelliers, and on July 19 advariced behind the 
Infantry to La Billannene with the advence of the French 
and American troops in the famous Marne drive. .On the 

following night, July 20,.again movéd to Charly. The 
next move occupied two nights. and one day, and 1 o’clock 
AM, J uly 22, found the echelon in Essons. After a few 
hours’ rest the move was resumed, and Chateau Thierry 
was passed thru at 1 o’clock P.M., July 22nd. Hill 192 
was reached at 9 o’clock P.M., and a halt was ordered - 
for the infantry dug in the woods along the road. On 
account of visibility it was necessary to retire and hunt 
cover. This was found in Etrepilly, which was réached at 
2.30 o’clock P.M., July 23, 1918) At 9 o’clock A.M., 
Etrepilly was left behind and Bezu St. Germain was 
reached at 8 o’clock P.M. The following day, July 27th, 
at 6 o’clock P.M., the echelon left and parked for the night 
in the grounds of a-Chateau near Thrugly, reaching there 
at 9 o’clock P.M. The following morning, July 28th, at 
11 o’clock A.M., the Chateau was left and Mont St.-Piere 
was reached at 6 o’clock P.M., July 28, 1918. . Camp was 
‘made along the banks of the Marne, and the men, taking > 
advantage of the water, plunged in for a swim. The fol- 
owing morning all hands pitched in and cleaned the river 
’ of debris, among ‘which were found dead German horses r 
- and men. During ‘these moves trucks. Were continually 
drawn from the convoy to deliver their loads. During the - : : 
+ stop in Mont St. Pierre a chance Wa8 given to each man 
to rest up, altho: sleep was next to impossible, owing to 
the incessant shelling. On August 3rd, the next move 
was made to Courmont, where the night was spent. 
August 4th the move was resumed,and at nightfall the 
woods northwest of Dravengny were reached. Here the. 
echelon dump was established and deliveries made to the 
infantry in action near Fismes. This point, while well 
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protected from observation;-was continually under fire of 
German batteries aimingea the light artillery ahead_and a 
the heavy artillery behind the echelon. 


, Ervts. Mashall and Desert fortunately escaped in- 
jury when a shell fell betwéen them and exploded. They- 
were thrown to the @round-by the concussien, and show- 
ered with stones and dirt, but escaped with minor bruises. 


On the night of August 8th, 1918, a hurry call came 
in for two truck loads of machine gun ammunition. A 
machine gun battalion was in Fismes holding the town 
when their ammunition ran out. It became necessary to 
deliver this ammunition into No Man’s Land, and this 
feat was successfully accomplished; the only time in the 
war. it is beHeved, that such delivery was attempted. The 
men who made this trip were recommended for Distin- 
guished Service Crosses, but recived instead War De- 
partment citatiens. .A ¢lipping: from a Philadelphia - 
newsparer dated Nov. Boil O23 follows, a copy of the 
citation not being available: 


Captain Eugene E. Moyer, of. Harrisburg, then first 
lieutenant of Company B, 103d Ammunition Train, 28th 
Division, and five members of his company were cited 
for gallantry in action by the War Department today. 
The others are 7 tikes 


Frederick Miller, Jr., 3120 North Sixth St., Bhila- 
delphia, private. , ey 


John Adam Shenk, Palmyra, Pa.,. private. a 
ee ae Clyde Warren Steen, Stroudsburg, Payprivates a 
Ulysses G. Thorn, Friendly, W. Va., private. | 


Ira W. Ulrich (deceased), wagoner, son of Ira Ulrich, 
Myerstown, Pa. | 


| The citation states that during the night. of August 
8-9, 1918, these men were members of..a’ detachment 
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which ‘“‘delivered ne truck-loads of ammunition urgently 
~ -~— needed by the American troops at Fismes, France, then 
’ under high-explosive shell-fire and heavy gas, and re 
_turned with wounded under enemy fire.” 


This woods: above Dravegny sheltered the echelon - 
2 until August 26, 1918. Between August 4th and August 
26th, daylight trips over camouflaged roads were made to 
the reserve infantry, and night trips to the infantry in 
action. On August 10, orders were received to supply 
both brigades with ammunition. These were the 55th, 
composed of the 109th and 110th Infantry, and the 56th, 
with the 111th and 112th Infantry. An order may be 
mentioned here, which seemed strange when received. It 5 
called for 500,000 rounds of German machine gun ammu- 
nition. This was salvaged from M..G. nests and dumrs 
recently evacuated by the Boche and delivered to Brigade 
dump. Further investigation revealed the fact that some 
30 odd Boche guns were captured and were to be trained. 
with poetic justice, upon those whose agents of destruc- 
tion they were. “ 


On August 22nd Lt. Moyer was relieved of command 
of the echelon and Lt.. Barnes took charge.. Lt. Moyer 
was called to Ttain Headquarters and received his pro-. 
-motion to Captain, Personnell Adj. of the Regiment. On 

August 26, the echelon was moved to Igny de Abby, where 
we clustered about the ruins of what had been a beauti- 
ful monastery, but had then suffered the ravages of war. 
The devilishness of the Hux was wellshown here by the 
“desecration of the graves of the monks and the ruined 
images and paintings. From August 26 to September 
5th we remained at the Abbey. On September 5th we 
moved to Courville, which was bombarded daily. Here 
we were quartered around and in the village church. 
Some of the men found quarters in the caves and houses 
nearby. Five of the men were disturbed one night when 
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“shells landing in the town-destroyed the side wall of their 

quarter. Deliveries were"ntade from Courville until AUg. +e 
10th, when the Division was relieved and the echelon or- 
dered back to the Company, at Gousancourt, and reported 
September 10. The next two day Sswere occupied in turn-- 
ing over our dumps ® the French, for orders had been re- 
ceived to report for duty in the Argonhe Forest. The move 
was started on Friday, September. 13th, and the first 
night was spent at Epernay. The moving was resumed 
Saturday A.M. and the night spent at Vitry en Francois. 
On Sunday, September, 15, 1918, Cheminon la Ville was 
reached and orders were received to billet in the town for 
days we again moved, on Tuesday, September 17, to Bois 
le Comte, near Thiracourt. Here we camped on the 
trucks, and ‘on September 19th we delivered the first am- 
munition to our Infantry in the Argonne Forest. Friday, 
September 20th, another advante was made into the 
woods, where we established thé camp which we occu- 
pied during our activities in the Argonne. Even before we 
reached our destination, which was less than one and one- 
half miles from the firing line, five trucks were drawn 
out of line and sent for ammunition to Lenimes. near 
Souilly. This was the start of a period of intense activity, 
for-the next five days and nights saw us continually on 
the move back and forth to the dumps and the guns. On 
these trips the drivers got what rest and sleep they. could 
while the truck was being loaded, an@ the crew slept 
' while the trip was being made. The men not infrequently 
slept in the body of the truck with the fiftv loose shells: 
rolling back and forth. September 23rd, 1918, Wagoner 
Engels was transferred to Base Hospital No. 38, on ac- 
count of weak eyes. With the opening of the drive S2p- 
témber 25th, 1918, every available truck was on the ro2d 
' hauling ammunition to the guns. Om September 26th. 
as the advance started, ten loaded trucks, in cMarze of 
Capt. Groff were sent out to keep pace with the advance 
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4 ee 
and. supply ammunition direct from the trucks to the 


units in combat. Owing to the mine holes in the road 


. between Clermont and Varennes, which had te be bridged, 


_ traffic was congested and progress was slgw. Not infre- 
quently 36 to 48 hours were consumed in cdvering the 


5 kilas from Neuvilly to Varennes. September 28th, 1918. 


a small arms dump was established at Varennes. This 
dump was surrounded by French and American artillery, 
and several hits were made, but only one directly on the 


ammunition. Another echelon was sent to and worked 


out from this dump over the uncharted roads cut thru 
the forest by the Hun in his four years of ozcupation. and 
the main roads to the units in action. October 2nd, 1913, 
Pvt. Clifford rejoined the Company. October 3rd, 1918, 
Pvt. John J. Blaine, while on duty with the echelon was 
killed by enemy fire, and Pvt. Emmet H. Crews was 
wounded by pieces of the same shell which killed Blaine. 


trom Varennes before the Boche was driven out of 
the hills, each truck going to the front wads subjected to 
observation and shell fire, and many of them when fin- 
ally disposed of showed battle scars, altho at no time dur- 
ing the war was a direct hit scored on any of our trucks. 


_ October 10th, 1918, the 28th Division was relieved in. 


the Argonne Forest and sent back tor a rest. The am- 
munition train, however, was kept on duty, and unused 
shells and small arms: left by the infantry and artillery 
were gathered up and delivered to the 82nd Division dump 
about Apremont. This kept us busy-urtil October 17th, 


“1918, when we moved back to Les Islettes and were bil- 


ieted in French houses. We then were made Corps troops 
and hauled supplies and ammunition for the 78th Divisicn 
until October 23rd, 1918, when we were ordered to move 
to the Thiacourt Sector. Our move started October 23d, 
and our stopping place was Rambecourt, in which village 
not a house was left standing. Here we found refuge in 
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SS aenehere dug-outs ‘and shelters, paaP anes with the 
110th Inf. Little\was done here, for the Division was still 7. 


in rest, although ammunition was hkuled to the units’ to 
fill up their used stores. On Octoler 29th, 1918, we moved 


to Savonnieres, and found quarters in a theater. erected .. 

_ by the Germans, and from which they had been driven | 

a short time before in the famous St. Mihiel drive. ' 
In the hills close by, German villages. had been erect- . 5, 


ed, and our spare time was devoted to wandering thru 


their vacant huts. Work in the new sector was_com-_ 


menced on October 30, 1918, and a dump established at ~ 


St. Beusant. Deliveries were made from here to the vari- 


ous units in the sector, until the armistice was signed, © 


November 11,1918. As late. as ten o’clock on the morn- 


ing of November 11, 1918,-orders came in for ammuni-. 


tion.. The last two trucks started from the dump at ten 


~o’clock A.M., but before delivery had been made the war 


ended, and the trucks came back with their loads.. The 
echelon: on duty, when the war ended had instructions to 
follow the attack which was to be launched November 
11, 1918, and deliver on the move. The attack; however; 


was called off and the echelon relieved. From N ovember. 
11th, 1918, to January 2nd, the trucks were kept busy - 


hauling salvage from the battle fields to the dumps a-d 
delivering supplies -to the division troops. Nov. 22nd, 


- 1918, Pvt. Cronin rejoined the Company, and Pvt. Deets 


was transferred to Hospital on account of sickness. Nov. 


. 23, Pvt. Burns was. transferred to. 4th Division,-and was 
-later killed i ina motorcycle accident. December 12, 1918, 
40 men were sent to Marseilles to bring a.convoy of trucks ; 


overland. This trip consumed 17 days, and camp was 
reached December 30th, 1918. December 14, Pvt. Tom- 


mey was transferred to the Hospital. On January 2nd, | 


1919, another lot of 40 men were sent out with trucks, 


this time to Luxemburg. This trip took twelve days, and 
gave the men opportunity to see Belgium and Luxemberg. 


é 
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Here -.we--were-relieved-of=the:-15:Packard trucks: wHich 
we used during the entire period of service. In their 
stead we received ten Nash Quads and five Liberty. 
January 11, 1919, Savonnieres was left and Vannes Le 
Chatel was reached and camp ey established. January. 
11, 1919, First Lieyfenant Simmo 3 and Second Lieuten- 
ant Schall were assigned to Company: January 22nd, Lt. 
Barnes was transferred to Train Headquarters. 


While in Vannes’ Le Chatel, supplies were hauled to 
the divisional units, and on off days opportunity was given 
to the men to visit Domremy, the birthplace of Joan of 
Arc, which was 17 kilog jistant. On February 15, 1919, 
each Man was given another shot for the prevention of 


typhoid and typhus fever. At this camp sports were en- - 


couraged and football games were held each week, to 
which all men were allowed to g February 22nd, Pvt. 


Overholt was sent to a replacement camp for immediate . 


d'scharge, on account of illness in his family. March nds 
1919, Wagoner Benj. J. Peffley transferred to us from 





_ 


~_—- 


Company A. March.5, 1919, Capt, Groff. was promoted to ~ 


Major, and Lt. Simons assumed command.- On’ March 


20th, 1919, at 6 P.M., we entrained from Barizey le Cote 
for Le Mans, the American Embarkation Center. The 
forwarding camp of the Le Mans area was reached at 10 
o’c’lock P.M., Saturday, March 22nd, 1919. Here we were 


-housed in sheet iron barracks, 260 mento each shed.” The 


general appearance of the camp greatly resembled Camp 


Hancock, for-the place was covered with pines, and the ' 


- 


soil ‘entirely sane. =. On Match-29th, 1919, Wagoner Ira - = 
Uhrich was sent to Hospital No. 52 in Le Mans, suffering - 


from pneumonia. On April 8th, 1919, Uhrich died, and 


__ was buried with military honors in the cemetery at Le 


Mans. His funeral was attended by 13 members of the 


;  # 
1: Lt. Simmons was sent to Hospital April 8,eand Lt. 


unk 
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Schall técamé our C> 0. on “Aptif" 10. “Capt. Henry teh - 


was ordered to command the Company 
mand the same day. 


Durin? our stay here field inspecti S were an almost 


daily event, and our finafefield inspection was held April | 


14, 1919. We came thru with flying colors, and received 
praise from the S. O. S. inspectors for’ our fine showing. 
It is needless to comment on the meals in the forwarding 
camp. Every one will remember what they were. Suffi- 
cient to say nearly all the money saved for our trip to 
the States was spent in the vicinity of camp to keep our- 
selves alive. Numerous complaints were made, but the 


S. O. S. officers in command of the camp, with their char-_ 


acteristic feelingS against combat divisions, refuse to 
remedy conditions, and as a Geena the enlisted-men 


bore the brunt of this petty jealousy and were almost . 


starved. ( 


On April 16 we left Le Mans for St. Nazaire, where 
we were subjected to our final delousing and-inspections 
before our departure for the States. . 


On April 24th we boardéd the U. S. S. S. Liberator 
and after’an uneventful trip reached the port of Philadel- 
phia on May 7th, when all telegraphed home news of 


their arrival. poere ee A 


, and assumed com-~ 


a , 
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1) LEE Seg TCOG ORMHE TRIN’ Wire a 
TPM, Thurs; Apr. 24, to 12 M,, , Fri, ABE 25....202 mi. 
To Saturday, April 26................. seeyaivomyeinniianenyt ...289.. mi. 
‘To Sundays Apritg2t. Me Meee. bois. 296 mi. 
st ~~ | To Monuay A prleccee pe eeee.e AA. Lk SS. 302 = mi. con 
To Tucsdayrpril2), newer 2 ..........---.-- Lee RIV Usain 
To Wednesday, April 30 2.2... 275.3 Mi. . 
(Start of storm.) - rey 
To Thursday, May 1 Pte Cmte hee, 183 mi. 
(First breakdown.) rn . 
To erga y May. 2 ....cme ited hot San. Feat, od? 226 mi. 
- (End of storm.) . aD. ss f 
To Saturday, May 8 ........ fee sees = Veit Lovee, | 
(Second breakdown.) . << : 
To Sunday, May 4................ si AAT oN. lok 274:8 mi. 
To Monday, May 5..... dapeercetes sat teasnns sient cael. 255 mi. 
“ To-Tuesday, May ihe Daa, 2) eae ---+.----Mileage not known. 
From Philadelphia we were taken to Camp Diy, N. J., 
where we weré held in Camp until May 15th, when we . 
_paraded.thru the streets of Philadétphia with the Division. 
We returned to Camp Dix and \ were discharged from the. 
army on May 26, 1919. i 
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HEADQUARTERS 103d AMMUNITION TRAIN 
AMERICAN E. F. 


Mar. 12)41919; 


os. 


General Orders . 
INO: Se 


1. .Thé following citations of soldiers of this organ- 
ization are hereby issued: : 


Company Epa ee . 
(a) Unselfish, kiad-but firm,, loyal to his superiors 
» and just in his management of those under him, with a 
high appreciation of his duties and a marked ability to 
perform them, First Sergeant Bowman, 1259093 Ralph O., 
has rendered a service to his country which is worthy of 
the highest. esteem. pts 


(b) Unger the most disadvantageous Phesaspethrener 
' with but few tools and no repair shop other than a woods - 


— 
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or a road, Sergeant Reed, 1259096 Robert L., Sergeant. 
Herr, 1259095 Alfert H.; Corporals Krumbine 1995718 
Oscar A., Troutman 1259172 John A.,.and Neiswender. 

» 1259161 Monroe E., and Mechanic Muench 1259119 Henry,” « , 
C., kept in continuous se§vice at the front. the twenty§. 
trucks assiPhéd to. Company- “RB” from-J une-19th teNo-Q +. 
vember 15th, 1918. With but a single exceptiori? no truck 
was out of service for over twelve hours, and never were: 
there more than two trucks under repair. 


: By order of Lt. Col, H.'S. Williams. 
George Ross, . iy © ys. ‘ 
Maj or—Acting—Adjutant, 
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HEADQUARTERS 28th DIVISION 
AMEHICAN E. F. 
plirance = aia 


ie - : . 
BULLETIN: oe 4th‘duly, 1918. - 
1. On-the afternoon of July 1st, two platoons of the 
- llth Infantry participated with the 158rd French In- 
fantry. Regiment if the attack-on Hill-204. The following 
° -  . letter, written by Golonel Matter, commanding the 158rd : - 
Ao French Infantry Regiment, to the Commanding Officer, 
es, 111th U,S. Infantry, is ‘published for. the information of 
Fy le .  thecommand:. ~- a pid ee fg es 
eG kb RAGE g osuiteee ss ety Se Oe ee eee 
oe 2 ae ose the honor to, inform you that the detachment - 
of your Regiment which you have been so good as-to put 
at my disposal for the attack of July 1st, has shown in 
. its baptism of fire an admfrable attitude. _ Y 


; ‘ 


oes The detachment. was placed with the, 2nd battalion P 
of the 153rd, which had as its mission the taking of the 
\ _ woods on HilM204, - ~ => ) 
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+e 


-—£ = The platoon from CompanyX: opeiated: ‘om the eastern ~~ 


e2ge of the woods * the platoon from Co, B on. the western 


edge. At the hour “h’s, (6::00 p.m.) tht: assaulting troops - 


left the trenches. where they had heen staying, in- jorder 


- 


to allow artillery preparation on Hill 204. Reece | 


'-From. ‘the beginning of the” attack the American de- 
tachments were ¢ marked by their’ ardor, bravery, and en- 


In spite of the a of the enemy’s — and ad light : 


machine guns, trench mortars, and riflemen Placed in 
trees, these. men bravely threw themselves on. their ad- 
versaries. . 3 


A fierce hand-to-hand contest immediately took place 


in the thick and almost impregnable woods, where each 
man fought his man. The combat was violent, and your 
men never ceased during all the operation to arouse the 


enthusiasm and Agee of their French conirades by { 
their Beeueee Behavior. a 


Di cuheaaee Schenkel,- ee cially distiniraighed him- 
self during ‘this combat, making a great impression ory, 
his own troops and our soldiers. Led on by his ardor, with 
seven men, the Lieutenant found himself surrounded on 


_all sides. This detachnitnt cut its way through by using 


the butts -of-their rifles ‘and bayonets on-the enemy’s 
ranks, and succeeded in rejoining their comrades ; Lieu-, 


_- tenant Schenkel himself killing;avith a Due shot, a Ger- 
man officer. - ae hediess an ay 


. The attitade of ‘all American mee ay Beare the 


non-commissioned officers, was also noticeable. Of six. 


non-commissioned officers participating in the attack, five 
have fallen gloriously, killed or wounded. All officers,. N. 


C. O.’s and: privates were pat in their enthusiasm and _, 
Sate 
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o- 
Santliedo ae 


St aa a ve rule appréciaté very mer you would bring to 


the knowledge of your regihftnt the splendid conduct-of 3 


Bid es , | (Signed) MATTER.” - 
: : i Y 
The Commanding General of ‘the 39th French Division ° 
adds: % , Pied 4 
K's, epee ce, ME Elsi oinswith all my heart the sentiments of admira- a 
Gage orcas at tion which Colonel Matter expresses for the valiant troors 6 
which have just given, to ours’a splendid example of bray- 


an example of what the whole 28th (Keystone) Division 
" - will show when Opportunity Offers. 


fe .  eBy command of Major astass Muir: mnneg: 
Ea ee ee . coma WRU ae ie eee 
ake . | Al 206 ‘: EdweL, King, 

TK ‘ tate Ne ta a3 7 is 3 i £ Colonel, General Staff. Sef 


a: 


ey as ORE a Ss Aeon ise ~-, Chief- of ‘Staff: Pease 
/ ae ~. Richard W. Watson, | 
hey _Major—Adjutant. 


ae eee ILARMY . > MP avn Bethea etre July, 1918, 
Bee | 88th’Army Corps. Hak, Toe ti oe ee 
es nes - 
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 -@RNERAE ORDER'NO. 348°". 


General. Degoutte, eerie dra the VI. Army, asks’ 

he the General commanding the 38th Army Corps to con- 

| : . gratulate, on his behalf, the Franco-American -Treops of - 
the 38th Army us ‘on the rebult of 2s seca, aces Fae 

4 Gof fighting.. ; 


“The General ubinatesitns Fi ‘the VI ay at ‘thet same ~ 


 - time conveys the great satisfaction of ‘General Petit. 
| Commander-in-Chief of the Armies of the North and of 
__ ‘the North-East, of General Foch, Commander-in-Chief of . + ~- 
the Allied Armies, and of Mr. Clemenceau {President Gre 
the Council, Minister of War. : 


Belite D._ Ride 
~ General Commanding 38th’ Army Corps. 





“VI ARMY,  -P.C.,, the 26 July, 1918. me 
Hq., 8rd Bureau. = : Rie ; 
Ndeo2se-3) yoritA TV el? yathass Mi eel 
NOTE MAY COURTEY: © ca. et 
The PRESIDENT of the REPUBLIC during a visit 

that he had made to the VI ARMY, has expressed his sat- 

‘isfactioif on the results obtained-as- well as for the quali- 

-ties of bravery and endurance that have been SERY by 

all the units of the Army. 


eon “The, General éommanding the VI pee 18 ‘pleased to ee 
‘transtalt to'the troops of his-army thé felicitations of the | kee 
PRESIDENT. of. the REPUBLIC. ee ee 


(Signed) : General DEGQUTTE. 

Dances ak 66 Bz the 26 July, 1918... . pie 

‘Ha., 3rd Bureau. | fea 
‘No. 2.284-3 3 ee : 
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Aig Roe Lo SIRE ARS ~““ NOTE ik! Sapa veer wee Aer: 
= 2 2 ees + 
The General’ commanding the VI ARMY desires to 
. bring to the attention of the troops of the Army the fol-"_ <a 
et ’ © lowing resolution passed oy the Mayors of the pace § 
ment of Megux at a meeti g held 20th of J uly, 1918: 


ee ee 
The Mayors of the arrondissement of Meanx at a i 
meeting on July 20, 1918, -Are pleased to welcome the great, - - 
victory of the VI Army that has saved their communes 
= from the invasion that was menacing them at the time 
ao of the battle of the MARNE. ; 2 RRL. 


They desire to mie to the valiant troops of the VI 
Army a sincere expression of 4ggh Dee and their. 
admiration. - 





le President du Congress des Maires : 
(Signed): G. HUGEL, 
” Maire de MEAUK, Depute de SEINE- &-MARNE * 


; The General commanding the VI Army is pleased t to 
transmit these felicitations to the troops of his army: 


_ (Signed) : Genera}DEGOUTTE. aa 





- -:  XARMEE © \ °° “AnQ/G.A) 30 July, 19180 °° 
ae ELATMAJOR 9.) ioe is ever Yo | 
3rd Bureau , ost) cee | 
ae No. 862 Ss. ; A °- —_— F oa Spee 
| ORDRE GENERAL 
one. | | No. 318 
L ix _ Officers, Non-commissioned Officers and Soldiers of . 


is , | ’ ‘the 28th Division - eee 
| Shoulder to shoulder with SpE Franch comrades ‘You 


: = 
q was a 
E - - e : 
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| 
-..=:: were thrown into. the counter-offensive battle which com- 
“menced on the 18th of July. 


- You rushed into the fight as though ig a etes 


Your magnificent courage eenunicealy routed: a sur- 
-prised enemy, and your. indomitable tenacity checked the 
cbunter-attacks of his fresh divisions. 


yea ous is shown yourselves worthy sons. Gof your 


Great Country, and you were admired by your pavihers ‘ 


in arms. i 


424 


91 guns, 7,200 prisoners, immense booty, 10 kilo- 
meters of country reconquered ; this is your portion of the 
spoil of this victory. 


Furthermore, you | have ees felt your Reciorite 
over the barbarous..enemy of the whole human race, 
against whom the children of Liberty are striving. 


-To attack him i is to vanquish him. 


e 


wv American pips I am Steet to you for the iy 


blood so generously spil ed on the soil of my Country. 


_ Iam proud to have commanded you during such days’ 


and to have fought with you for the deliverance of the 
world. - - 


( Signed) : MAN GIN. 


VI Amy (French) P. 6.9th 1 August, 1918, 


GENERAL L ORDER 


Before the creas offensive of the. 18th July, the 
American troops which were brigaded with the French 
VI Army distinguished themselves by-taking-from the 
enemy the BOIS DE LA BRIGADE DE MARINE’ (BEL- 
LEAU. WOQODS) and the town of VAUX, and stopping 
his oireniwe on the MARNE and at FOSSOY. 





. 
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Afterwards - they <tooka most glorious part”in:. the - a 


second battle of the M4eRWE; rivalling the French troops yee. 
in attacking.spirit and valor. 


>-.- 


whey have during twenty days of continuous fighting 
liberated numerous French vill es, have made an ad- 
vance of: forty (40 kilometers over. difficult terrain, and 
have succeeded in crossing the. VESLE RIVER. 


Their yalosivus ede are Bes by names which 
will in the future glorify the military history of the 


‘United States of America: | bose 


= 


TORCY, BELLEAU, PLATEAU D’ETREPILLY, 
EPIERS, LE CHARMEL, L’OURCQ, SER- 
INGES-ET-NESLES SERGY, 

- LA.VESLE ET FISMES. 


The young divisions which entered the battle for the 
- first time showed their possession of a ‘dignity in keeping 
with the war traditions of the Regular Army. -Theyhave 
- the same ardent will to defeat the Boche and the same 
discipline, which guarantees that an order given by the 
Chief will always be executed whatever difficulties be en- 
countered and’ whatever sacrifices Hee to be made. 


The splendid results have been obseinerd by the en- 


" ergy and ability of the Chiefs and db. the abla of nee: 
3 _ soldiers. ae Weg ‘ ‘eee , : ae 


— 


Iam Brot to have had the command of such one 


ed 5 eo General Commanding the VI ey 


a 
= = 


Degoatte. ” 
+ 
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a “HEADQUARTERS 28th. aHteaey me 
; | AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY oat ' 
| | GENERAL ORDERS» August 30th, 1918.°- 
AF MCN Se wager aise nal oft) 


The Division Commander is authorized to inform all;- 
from the lowest to the highest, that their efforts are 
known and appreciated. A new Division, by force of cir- 
cumstances, took its place in the front line in one of the 

' greatest battles of the greatest war of history. The Di- 
vision has acquitted itself in a creditable manner. It has 
_ taken numerous prisoners from a vaunted Guards Divi- 
' sion of the enemy. It has inflicted on the enemy far 
more loss than it has suffered from him. In a single gas 
application it inflicted more damage than the enemy in-. 
- flicted on it by gas since its entry into the hattle. 
é . 


* It is desiréd these facts be brought to the attention ° 
of all, in order that the tendency of new troops to allow lee 
their minds to dwell on their own losses to the exclusion 
of what they have done to the enemy may be reduced to 
. the minimym. 


- Let all be of good heart We have inflictefl more loss 
than we have suffered ; we are better men individually ae es 
x-- than our enemies. ‘A little more grit, a little more effort, 
" little: more determination .to kéep our enemies. down, 
. and the Division will have the right to look upon itself 
as an organization of veterans. 


- 


(Signed): CHARLES H. MUIR, 
Major General. 
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SULCON Gs PoE OS Sg ISS 


~* sth DIVISION  ~  *®:: 
is; AMERICAN sgh FORCES ~~ |° 
ppv a: .. September 25th, 1918. ~) “ . 


General Orders. 
N 0. 17 


1. It gives me great pleasure to record in Gertéral 
Orders a tribute to the services and valorous conduct of 
Second Lieutenant de Mandat-Grancey, 39th French Ar- 
tillery Regiment, who distinguished himself by extraor- 
dinary gallantry in action in connection with military op- 
erations against an argned enemy of France and of the 
-. United States under the following circumstances: 


Being attached to 107th Field Artillery, U. S. A., he 
was. specially sympathetic to all, and arored for. his 
courage and coolness. _ 

a A aly 

He made dangerous reconnoissances by day and 

night, in the sector of Fismes. 


on September 6th, 1918, scate the course of an Bice ere 
ffantry progression, he was kjJled by a machine gun bul- 
let through the neck, while installing an artillery observa- 
"tion: post. on the. first infantry line. ie ee 


“ fee _e ; : 7. Ze eae 
: CHARLES H. MUIR, 


Major General Commanding. 


Lied 


Official: 
RICHARD W. WATSON, ie) 
Major, Adjutant. | os 
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HEADQUARTERS 28th DIVISION 
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 

, France, “October 21, 1918. . 


General Orders. F ir eine? 
i Sto oie oh < , 


The Divisioh Comin daee desires to express this 


| siesta ici to all officers and soldiers of the 28th Divi- .. 


. sion and of attached units, who, at all times during the 
advance in the Valley of the AIRE and in the ARGONNE 
FOREST, in spite of many ‘hardships and constant per- 
sonal danger, gave their best efforts to further the suc- 
_ cess of the Division. 


2. As a result of this ‘operation, which extended . 


from 5:30 on the morning of September 26th until the 





night 8-9 October, with almost continuous fighting, the . 


enemy’s line was forced back more than ten kilometers. 
_ In. spite of most. stubborn and at times desperate resist- 
ance, the enemy was driven out of GRAND BOUREULL- 


LES, PETITE. .BOURBUILLES, VARENNES; -MONT- » 


BLAINVILLE, APREMONT, PLEINCHAMP FARM, LA 


FORGE and CHATEL CHEHERY, and the strongholds. 


on hills 223, 224 and LA CHENE TONDU were captured 
in the face of strong machine gun and artillery fire. 

3. The following letter regarding this achievement 
is of interest to all: : 


ADVANCED BEADS RIE RS FIRST ARMY CORPS 
| October 8, 1918. 
FROM: Commanding General, lst Army Corps, U. S. 
TO: Commanding General, 28th Division. 
SUBJECT: Commendation. 


I desire to express to the 28th Division and its com-. 


/, 
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manders my “appreciaition ‘of. the splendid work: done: bye : 
the Division on October i 1918. we. - 


The capture of Hill 244 and the combined advance ef- - 
he right and left brigades byinging about the fall of the { 
very strong p@&itions.of the enemy oa the Chene Tondu.- -4 
and the Taille l’Abbe demonstrate excellent leadership and 
first-class sgt See 


-The Biante G in exploitation in front of your right 
brigade resulting from the foregoing actions was a PERY. 
bo'd procedure which will undoubtedly lead to even great- 
er results. 


ys | _H. LIGGETT, 
Major-General, U. S. A. 


. 4. -As a “new” eee on the VESLE the Twenty- 
eighth was cited in Orders from General Headquarters for 
its excellent service, and the splendid work just completed 

> assures: jt a place in the very front ranks of the fighting ~ 
“Red” Divisions. With such a position Maintain it is _ 
expected that every man will devote his best effort to the 
_ work at hand—to hasten that final victory which is now 


’ go near. f : . 

: ° mes 

By Command of Major General, Muir: 

s | W. C..SWEENEY, _ 
SEE SP es SAM OCA Chief. of Seat Bd, 
Official: ts 
RICHARD W. WATSON, 
Major-Adjutant. 
, p # 


: Memorandum No. 19. 
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.% 
- “HEADQUARTERS 28th DIVISION. . 


AMERICAN EXPEDITION ARY FQRCES — 


24 November, 118. 


1.- The meee fetter front the Governor of Penn- 
sylvania is published for the information of all concerned : 


“COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA - 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 


‘ Harrisburg 
‘October 31, 1918. 


Commanding Officer, 
28th Division, 
A. E. F. 


. “My Dear Sirs 


We have just feared of the second citation by Gen- 
eral Headquarters of the Twenty-eighth Division, known 
as the “Keystone” Division of the armies of the Republic. 


". Since this division bears the name of the Common- 


‘wealth and is made up so largely of volfinteer soldiers 


from Pennsylvania, properly and justly the people of this 


state hold” them in the Very highest’ affection and the 


most tender regard. We-learn of their splendid military — 
service and their loyalty to their republic in this war 
with great pride and pleasure, and I beg of you to convey 
to them and accept for yourself the gratitude of this 
Commonwealth, and our sincere appreciation that out of ; 
the homes and hearts of our people have come. dh a 
Asai soldiery. pis 
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blessed and kept and given additional renown. 
Very truly ‘yours, 
| MARTIN G. BRUMBAUGH.”. 7 
By ane aes of Major General Hay:- 
LW. C. SWEENEY, 
Chief ‘of Staff. 


a > ~~ 


Official: ‘ 
' RICHARD W. WATSON, : 
Lt. Col., Adjutant. 


—____ 


HQ 9lst Diy. 
A, EF: 
a = .November 7, 1918. 
General Orders: oh a pos ala 
No. 38 GUS ’ 


ela the following expression of appreciation by the 

© Commanding General, Seventh Army Corps (French) of 
' “the services of troops of this command during the ad- 
_ vances to the SCHELDT RIVER, is Rnpe D for in- 
formation of all concerned: ; 


eae ee “7th Frénch Corps.. 
Staff. 


- - arom o: = 
- ° _ =a ~ = 


Cae _ Special Order 


Transported from. the. ARGONNE to FLANDERS, 
the 91st American Division has again been thr$wn into 
a the battle, a few hours after its arrival o 


x Hed 2 








_ 
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Under the energetic influence of its Commander, Ma- 
jor General Johnston, the 9Ist American Division reached - 
all its objectives on the 3lst October and. Ist November, 
with remarkable dash and energy. “ 


In spite of the determined resistance of the enemy, _~ 
in spite of the artillery and machine gun fire which op- 
posed: them, the troops of the 91st American Division cap- 
tured SPITAALS BOSSCHEN by 4 clever flanking move- 
ment, reached the SCHELDT (and penetrated into the’ 
town of AUDENARDE, from now onwards delivered 
trom the yoke of the invader. 


The General Officer commanding the 7th French 
Corps heartily congratulates General JOHNSTON, and 
the officers and men of ‘his division, on 1 the’ excellent re- 


sults obtained. 


When, in a few days” Hime: the battle for the passage 
of the SCHELDT takes place, the 91st American Division - 


will be called upon to furnish a further effort. 


‘The brilliant. way in ich this division has just - 


fought is a sure guarantee that it will gatner fresh laur- 


els during the next operations. 
Hars. 4th November, 1918. 
Commanding General, 7th Corps, 
(Signed) MASSENET. 


Noe =e) ig 


Ser #2. “The Division Commander adds his appreciation of 


the efforts of officers and men of his command to comply 





with orders received. He warns them, however, that 
such efforts must continue until the last armed enemy of 
the United States has surrendered. . 


8. He especially thanks officers and men of the 53rd 
Field Artillery Brigade for the assistance rendered during 
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fre 


this brtensiven Thtantey gaits have! never been supported as 
more skillfully, nor with more willing and intelligent co-3™=: - 
operation, than were those of.the 91st Diviison by the 53d 
3 _ Fidd Artillery Brigade and organizations of the French ~- 
Artillery attacheg t thereto. { : 


4. This order will be read saab OCG Yo Siig il ‘the>~— * 
earliest appropriate occasion. 


By command of Major Genera Johnston: 


va 


St EN HENRY C. JEWETT, 
| Colonel, Engineers, em 
Chief of Staf®. 
W.H. J. 9: 50-10:10.  ~ 
D. J. COMAN, 
Major, A. G. 


_ Acting Adjutant. 


General Distribution Hq. Nth Cone: Hq. 30th Corps, 
Hq.-French Army in Belgium, A. G. A. E. F., and No. 72 
Aviation Unit attached, No. 73 Balloon Unit attaehed. | 

Recd. Hq. 58rd F. A. Brig. Nov. 7, 1918, 








HEADQUARTERS SECON D ARMY . 
xe | . American E. F. 2 


>. 


7 sa Ss EIA ; Os ecto: France, E Novemben 1918. - el 
a a pam 
i FROM: Decrmandite General, Second Army. 

as TO: Commanding General, 28th Division, A. E. F. 


SUBJECT: . Recent Activity of 28th Division. 


- I desire to inform you of my gratificatiog at the vig- 
orous and successful activities of your’ division since its 
entry into line on the front of the Secon Army. The 


‘ 


s ; 
a = ik mE 
Se . 
= y het Agee a i, = 
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r_cént patrols and raids haye resuited in making No Man’s 
Land our land in lowering he morale of the hostile units 
_ on your front, as well as inflicting losses on them, and 
capturing a considerable number of prisonérs. . Such con- 
duct exemplifies’'the American spirit, and cannot fail to : 
create a feeling of confidence on the part of our own 
troops and of corresponding dépression on the part of the 
enemy. The 28th Division has shown its ability to exe- 
cute promptly the tasks which have been given it to per- 
form, and its officers and men have exhibited an efficiency 
and dash which are highly commendable. 


(Signed) : R. L. BULLARD, 
Lieutenant General, U. S. A. 


(FOR OFFICIAL CIRCULATION Pate us (G. O. 203) 
G, H. Q. | 
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES +4 es 


France, Nov. 12. 1918. 


. General Orders ' | 
No. 203 o , 
- i » 

The enemy has capitulated. It is fitting that I ad- 
‘dress myself in thanks directty- to the-efficers and soldiers 
“of the American Expeditionary Forces who, by. their he- 
roic efforts, have made possible this glorious result. Our 
armies, hurriedly raised and hastily trained, met a vet- 
eran enemy;,and by courage, discipline and skill always 
defeated him. Without complaint you have endured in- 
cessant toil, privation and danger. You have seen many 
of your comrades make the supreme sacrifice that freedom 
may live. I thank you for the patience and courage with 





° 








446 LEBANCN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIEEY 

‘which you have endured. I congratulate you upon: iste aeen | 

splendid fruits of victory which your heroism and the - 

blood of our gallant dead are now presenting to our na- 

i , tion. Your deeds will live forever on the most gloriots .* 

pages of America’s ‘history. { ei a 3 

‘Those things you have doné: ~ There remains now a 

harder task which will test your soldierly qualities to the 
utmost. Succeed in this, and little note will be taken and 
few praises will be sung; fail, and the light of your glori- 
ous achievements of the past will sadly be dimmed. But, 
you will not fail. Every natural tendency may urge to- 
wards relaxation-in discipline, in conduct, in appearance, 
in everything that marks the soldier. Yet you will re- ~- 
member that each officer and each soldier is the repre- 
sentative in Europe of-his people, and that his brilliant 
deeds of yesterday permit qo action of today to pass un- 
hoticed by friend or by foe, You will meet this test as 
gallantly as you have met the tests of the battlefield. Sus- 
tained by your high ideals and inspired by the heroic 

. Part you have played, you will-carry back to our people 
the proud consciousness of a new Ameriéanism born of | 
sacrifice. Whether you stand on hostile territory or on_ 
the friendly soil of France, you will so bear yourself in 

.” discipline, appearance and respect for all civi] rights that 

_. you will confirm fok all time the pride and love which - 

x -.: , €very American feels for your uniform and for you. 


: adh ae _ JOHN J.-PERSHING, , 
a  OFFICIAL« ~- | --.-. General, Commanider“in-Chiets- ~~ 
ROBERT C. DAVIS, Y 

Adjutant General. - $ 
A. G. Printing Dept., G. H.Q., A. E. F, 1918. 


# 
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AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 


GENERAL ORDERS France, November 13, 1918. ° 
- No. 204 t Oper 


Page . 
e 


- The following communication from the Commander 
in Chief of the Allied Armies is published to the com- 
mand: 


= . 


GRAND GENERAL HEADQUARTERS of THE ARMIES 


November 12, 1918. 


Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, Soldiers of the Al- | 
‘lied Aruiles = 
Nie having a Jo the advance of the enemy, ‘you 
6 have, for months, with confidence and unrelenting energy, 
attacked him unceasingly. 


You have won the greatest battle of history and 


" “saved the most sacred cause, the Freedom of the’ World. P 
. ; % 


Be proud! 


‘ You have decorated” your standards with immortal . 
glory. 7 


Bos teria will fareuen thank you. 


Marshal of France - - 
Commander-in-Chief of the Allied Armies. 
F. FOCH. 





EE Oy pO Os 8 


—~—-- <5 
-- +e 


BY COMMAND OF GENERAL PERSHING: i 
James W. McAndrew. 
a : es t ' _ Chief of Staff. 
Official: : m- ia 
ROBERT C. DAVIS, These 
Adjutant General.. ; . 
Printed by -2-C, Second Army. Form 11-268 


— 


— 


HQ. 91ST DLV., A. E. F. 


November 26, 1918. 


General Orders: é 
- No. 49 coe ‘ A 
v. The following letter from the Commanding Gen- 
eral,.30th Army Corps (French) is, published for the in- . 


formation of Officers and men of this division and of the 
58rd Field Artillery Brigade, attached theretox, 
30th Army Corps — 
General Staff v 
= . 3rd Bureau, 
No. 377-3 
| a ete: H. Q. No. 24, 1918. 
ORS cho pee oe i —* 
eres : orn ‘The ‘General of Dion “Sanita commanding ~ 
the 30th “Army Corps. 


a TO: The Commanding General of the 91st Infantry Di- 
: visiqn, yUeS: 


The General commanding the 30th” Army Cogps does 
not want.to part with the 91st Inf. Div. without express- 
ing to its Chief, its Officers, its splendid units,all his ap- 





--e { 
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. preciation of the fine military qualities they have’ shown 


A the length of their eo to the Corps. 
. rt 2 
-By abandoning the line of the Escant, the @nemy did 
not allow the putting in execution of the plan of Attack 


avhich was. so cleverly promoted. . The intelligent opera- 
tion preparations by -all the General Staffs, the efforts 
_ made by the officers and treops in order to have all neces- - 


sary materials at their disposal when and where needed, 
the strict discipline which presided over all preliminary 
movements, and which wre a certain presage of success, are 
nevertheless deserving of the greatest praise. 


The Commanding General of the 30th Army Corps 
takes great pleasure m sending this letter.as a proof of 
his appreciation to the General Commanding the 91st Di- 


vision and thanks him for his intelligent and ieedssih CO- | 


operation. 
(Signed) H. PPENET. 


a 


2. THis is the third Corps Commander_under whom 


this division has served, who has considerately expressed 


appreciation of the services of its officers and men during 

the: past two months. Hostilities have ceased, but the 

efforts of all officers and:-men to improve their ability to 

fight must never cease. They must be always ready for 
, os 


3. This order will be.read to each organization on. 


.-the first appropriate occasion after its receipt. 
WHE. 10:25-10: 40 


By command of Major General Johnston: 


HENRY C. JEWETT, 
Colonel, Engineers, 
Chief of Staff. 


Sy ee ee 
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t8 aoa ems 


HQ. 91st DIV., A. E. F. 


Sac pe - December 19, 1918, 
ad) ‘aac a i 13 ; } = ¥s 
Memorandum: _ elena. 
. On Tuesday, 17 December, 1918, Lieutenant General . 
Bernheim, representing His Majesty, the King: of Bel- 





a he made the following appropriate remarks: 


= 


in-Chief of the Army, has done me a great honour by 
delegating me to Pin the Cross of Bravery upon the. 
chests of the heroic Soldiers of yo © Division. 


“His Majesty, the King of the Belgians, Commander- 


I am happy and proud of this tongs 


Happy, because it is granted to me to express to very 
distinguished representatives of free America ‘the deep- 


! 


_ out of’our homes in defiance fof Justice, 
x : - ‘Proud, because I am amongst brave soldiers; who, 


- touched and Shocked by the atrocities of an Unjust enemy, 


eke considering ‘their own interests. . ¥ 
+ | ” Before. this tremendous effort of the United States, 
l= - the foe hesitated, drew back, and finally collapsed. 


At. the moment the President of the Uniteg States ~ 
arrives on the soil of France to Settle the consequences of 
‘| the greatest victory there has ever been heard of, ff 








ae ee ee eee mks 
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arpa he eet efforts, af ext d all honour to the Ameri: 
can Nation and to the 91st Division.” fis 
- By command of Major General J Bnnetors o 

HENRY C. J EWETT, 


5 ciel ocal eT _ Colonel; Engineers, 
i uderad! bas viseiiv sldid Chief bfStaf. - 
Ha Gi J.—8:00-8 :44: . Ber) 
‘Official: | ; o 
R. M. DORTON, | : 
Captain, A. G. : 


Assistant Adj utant. 
General Distribution. — 


(FOR OFFICIAL CIRCULATION. wey LY) _(G. O. 232) 


_G.H. Q. eins ee 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 
General Orders shal rancesDec. 19; 19): 
No. 232 alg 
ae) : met om <a ee 
“tt j is with: a sense e of gratitude for its splendid accom- 
plishment, which will live through all history, that I re- 
cord in General Orders a tributé to the victory of the 
First Army in the Meuse-Argonne battle. 





hresten and strengthened by the reduction of the St. ae: 
Mihiel salient, for more than six weeks you battered : 
against the pivot of the enemy line on the western front. 
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. It was a position of.imposing natural strength, stretch..~-— 


ing on both sides of the Meuse River from the bitterly — 
contested hills of Verdun to the almost impenetrable for-_ ; 
: > est of the Argonne: a pela ye oa fortified by four _ j 
. years of labor gesigned to re er it impregnable; & posi- - 
tion held-with the fullest Yesources-of the énemy. “That ~ 4 
position you broke utterly, and thereby hastened the col-- 
lapse of the enemy’s’ military power. - ; 


Soldiers of all the divisions engaged under the First, 
Third and Fifth Corps—the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, Sth, 7th, 
26th, 28th, 29th, 82nd,-33rd, 35th, 37th, 42nd, 77th, 78th, 
79th, 80th, 82nd, 89th,-90th and 91st—you will be long 

-remembered for the stubborn persistence of your ‘prog- 
Tess, your storming of obstinately defended machine gun 
nests, your penetration, yar by yard, of woods and ra- 
vines, yeur heraic resistancg in the face of ‘counter-at- 
tacks supported by powerful rtillery fire. For more than 
a month, from the initial attack of September 26th, you 
fought your way slowly through- the Argonne, through 
the woods and over hills west of the Me se; you-slowly mn 

- enlarged’ your hold on the Cotes de Meuse to the east; and 

then, on the first of November, your attack forced the 

“enemy into flight. Pressing his retreat, you cleared the 

° - entire left bank of the Meuse south of Sedan, and then 

“ - “stormed the heights on the right bank. and drové him into 

the plain beyond. al 7 


6mm tt 


e ” ° a s ba 
“——_——_ - 


: ‘Your achievement, witich is‘ scarcely to be equalled” 
in American history, must remain a source of proud sat- 
e isfaction to the troops who participated in the last cam-_ 
e _ Paign of the war. The American People will remember 
eo oe it as the realization of the hitherto potential strength of 
: the American contribufion toward the cause to” which 
they had sworn allegiance. There can be no greater re. 
- .. ward for a soldier or for a soldier’s memory. 


at rn al 


= fn Oe ee en ee uy . 
; dog gp ban Benes ldinny ome 4.4 te are : ; 
= : 
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Srey 


s “This order will be read to all organizations ‘at the 
first assembly formation after its receipt. . 
r 


J OHN J. PERSHING. 
General, Commander in Chief, 
; = American Expéditionary Forces. 
Official : | me | 
‘ROBERT C. DAVIS, 
Adjutant General. 
A. G. Printing Dept., G. H. Q. A. E. F., 1918. - 


AMERICAN E. F. 
A. 2. 0.016 
February 1, 1919. - 


FROM: Thé coricanind General. ” 


TO: The Commanding Coneral 58rd Field Artillery isd 
gade. 


‘SUBJECT: Schott of the 53rd Field Artillery Brigade 
with the 91st Division. 


Orders. recently received have terminated, this” 
date, i service of the 53d Field Artillery Brigade, with 
the 91st Division. 


on When, ties as soon as the 91st Deas, was 
withdrawn from the line during the MEUSE- ARGONNE 
offensive, and received orders to entrain for ‘service ip 
BELGIUM, it was with a peculiar satisfaction that in- - 
formation was received from Hq. First American Army, 
that the 53rd Field Artillery Brigade would be sent to 











- 
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rate eames Stings meer nogee 
BELGIUM fog service with this ‘division: re 
tion established by the 58rd Field Artillery Brigade, in itg 
action with the 28th Division between the MARNE ‘and 
the VESLE, and inthe. MEUSE-ARGONNE was ihe: 


= 


ance that, the 91st Difision would be ably supported § 
ing the offensive action tte be anticipated in its*new 
of duty. ’ 


eld- 


3. Frem the time of arrival in BELGIUM, near the 
battlefield of YPRES, where there was no Shelter from 
the elements, and the inclement weather made ‘service in 


camp or op the march a test of ‘soldierly endurance, to 


the time when the Armistice halted the advance of the - 
French Army in Belgium, between the SCHELDT and. 


_ “BRUSSELS, the Infantry of this Division received intelli- 


gent and effective i Sah from the-units of the 58rd Field x 


Artillery Brigade. e action of the Division, including 


its Field Artillery, attached, was officially commended by: 


the commanding generals of the Seventh and Thirtieth 


French Corps, and subsequently by Major Genera} Te 
goutte, commanding the Sixth French-Army, who had 


during the campaign acted as Chieé- of Staff of the King 
of Belgium,and the Group of Armies in Flanders. Such 
commendations were published in General Orders of this 
Division, the artillery of which ‘deserved its proportion- 


ate share of the complimentary language employed by the - 


French Army commanders referred to. 


e 2 


- A Not ouly.during thie advance, but-during“tie sub. : 


sequent marches to. the-:vicinity of ‘DUNKIRK, Officers 


and men of the 58rd Field Artillery: Brigade responded _ 


loyally and intelligently to-orders received. The prsonnel, 
commissioned and enlisted, observed good behavior which 
has characterized troops of the American Expeditionary 
Forces. The State of Pennsylvania may well be proud of 
the Artillery Brigade selected from its National Guard 


as a part of the 28th Division. 


Feputa-— 


ur- — 


Fabepets 3 x, ORM a ES eee ogra i pe erege 
= > Aits 2 eit ca es ea | 
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Brig. General Wmt--G. Pricendr.,.° 
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“5. The officers and men- of the 53rd Field ‘Artillery gy ge 
Brigade leave this division with the best wishes of the 
Division Commander, and other members of the Division, 
for.their speedy return to their*State, and a prosperous 
career’ in- whatever walk of life, civil or arUbtaLy they -. 





may select. ee me... only ec 
Pmt ive _° 3 WILLIAM H. JOHNSTON, i : 
WHsd | siaial pibeslaMajorceneraly USA. : 
HEADQUARTERS 53RD F. A. BRIGADE 
AMERICAN: BEPEDITIONARY FORCES eee 
nN 
“ay . " France, February 27th, 1919. & ome 
General Orders > BS hans 
No. 3 . $i 


" The Brigade Commander is in receipt of the fol- 
Sau from thé Commander, in Chief of the American. + 
Epvelclon a Forces: 


» za 


' AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 


S og ae 


Fe Hee 13, 1919. 


Commanding. 53rd Artillery Brigade, ; 
Meslay, (Mayenne) ws 
My Dear General Price: ei ~ 


I desire to compliment you and your officers and: men 
on.the fine appearance that you made at the. inspection 


and review which I held on January 30th at Meslay. -. 


i : e oy es % P 
F Te ge a Oe a a tem gage tee me ete 
ON ee A eee tO i a a a ee OS. Bese Solas Ao ae aa ete pane 
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sippy cey 2 empeltis gratifying to see your troops in-such good: ae a 
‘cal shape, but stilLmpre so to know that the moral tomeenf; ~~ — 
all ranks is so high. I am sure that this almost ideal 
_condition will continue to the end of their service and_be- .-.- 

. > 4 yond, as an- exemplificaion,of their hes character and { 
their saldiery qualities. { Aes : 


M eo 4 « 
“si again wish to send AeNich y you my peer riper 
to your brigade on its splendid battle record'in the Aisne- ' 
Marne, Meuse-Argonne and the Ypres-Lys offensive. The 
officers and men may proudly carry home with them the 
ee gratitude of the Allies with whom they fought, and the ~ 
pride of their fellows throughout our forces. 


Very sincerely yours, ie } 
oa JOHN J. PERSHIN Came 
4 ae ae ee ee ey , FA = 

i ‘ he ary 


To which he replied as follows: | . | 
'G. yb No. 3, Feb. 27, 119. Page Nox 2 





- HEADQUARTERS 53RD F. A. Serta 
, 28TH DIVISION 


: sins | ‘Meslay, Othyenne parc: Feb. 26th, 1919. 


General John J. Pershing, 

| 3 . Commander-in-Chief, 5 MPR: Rp. sat 

ea ce ete "American Expeditionary Forces. 
My dear Ciera Pershing: 

I am today in receipt of your ieee of February 13, 

1919, in which you so kindly speak of the activities of this 


Brigade, and of its work in the operations inrwhich it was 
eek 


ae | < F . Fe X ae - . | Shedie 3 = 3 u = 
pe ee - Lens “e Ty ‘sa IR ae ‘ ee 
Mirena a) et hel 2s ot ae Sh ee nc tn ena Deal EE I 8 sant nants DN 
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brave reached was‘iman effort to attain that standard set 


by you, Sir, for the American Expeditionary Forces, -° 


whose work 1 is' now history. oa, 


= eae e 
st. 


V The Brigade Commander, loyally supported by’ the 
officers and men, has at alb times endeavored to maintain 
‘a spirit in keeping with the high: ideals which it was de- 


sired should be. reached by the American forces i in France. 


I shall have your letter Tr at the ™ formation BF 


in order that-all may know that their patriotism, gacri- 
fices, and efforts ‘have been so generously ecg es by 
their Commander-in- Chief. 


We will nintals treasure the thought Lick prompted 
this recognition from you, and I, personally, and for the 
officers and men of the Brigade, thank you. 


Faithfully, 
fc ie a G. PRICE, Jr. 


- 


3 


re The Sitivade Cone ee mows ‘that the officers * 


and the men of the Brigade are together with him, not 
insensible to. this additional recognition of the work of 
the Brigade, and that ‘they appreciate the high standard. 
of conduct and efficiency which is i ia Os them at 


all times. ein: : : 


-~ es “3. This ae van be ead to all organizations of the 
Brigade at the 1 next formation following. its receipt. 


ec 


By command of Brigadier General Price: 


sey W. W. HESS, A ea 
et . Major F. A., 
Actg. Brig. Adj. 


irs 


~» “eaeeeWhatever ‘standard of efficiency.the--Brigade: may-.-: > 





¢ 


* 
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oa 
December 17, 1918. 


General Orders. = 

No. 59 

1. During the recent campaign in Belgium, the 91st 
Division, with the 58rd Field Artillery Brigade attached, 
fought with the French Army of Belgium in the Group of 
Armies of Flanders, under the command of the King of 
Belgium. Major General Degouette, then Chief of Staff 
and actual commander of the Group of Armies of Flan- 
ders, now commanding the 6th French Army, has hon- 
ored this division by citation in general orders from Hq. 
6th French Army, a translation of which order appears 
below: : 


“VI FRENCH ARMY 
General Order No. 31 


“Hq. ith December, 1918. 


In addressing the Divisions of the United States of 
America, who :covered themselves with glory in the 
CHATEAU-THIERRY offensive, I said that orders given 
by a commander were always complied with, whatever 
might be the difficulties encountered or the sacrifices 
made. 


s 


I have found in the 37th and 91st Divisions the same 
spirit of duty and disciplihe freely given, which. makes 
valiant soldiers and victorious armiés. 


The enemy intended to hold “to the death” the 
heights between the LYS and the SCHELDT. The Ameri- 
can troops of these Divisions, acting with the French Di- 
visions of the Group of Armies of Flanders, forced him 
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pack on October 31, 1918, and after hard fighting threw 
him over the SCHELDT. | 


Then, in a maneuver of unheard of audacity, the 
American units crossed the flooded SCHELDT under the 
fire of the enemy and maintained themselves on the op- - 
posite bank, notwithstanding counter attacks. 


Glory to such troops and their commanders! They 
have valiantly contributed to the liberation of a portion 
of Belgium territory and to the decisive victory. 


Their great nation may be proud of them. 
The General Commanding the Army, 
| (Signed) DEGOUTTE.” 


2. Officers and men of this division should earnestly 
strive to maintain their training and discipline, that in 
any future operation they may merit equal praise from 
any future commander. 4 


8. This order will be read to each organization of 
the division on the first appropriate oceasion after its 
receipt. 


By command of Major General Johnston. 


HENRY C. JEWETT, 
Colonel, Engineers,- 
W. H.-J. 20:00—20 :26. ’ Chief of Staff. 
Official: | 
D. J. COMAN, 
Major A. G. 
Acting Adjutant. 
A true copy, 
WILLIAM J. POTTER, 
Major 361st Inf. 
- To Brig. Gen. Wm. Gray Price,-Jr. = 
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HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-EIGHTH DIVISION 
U. S. ARMY 


American Expeditionary Forces 


October 20, 1918. 


Proms. Uniel-ores tall, 


To: Colonel Howard S. Williams, 103rd Ammunition Tn. 
Subject: Commendation. 


1. The Division Commander desires me to express 
to you and through you to the soldiers in your Train, his 
appreciation of the work performed during the recent of- 
fensive in the Valley of the AIRE and the ARGONNE 
FOREST. 


2. The rapidity of our advance, the poor condition 
of many parts of the roads, and the congestion of the 
traffic all added to the difficult of delivering munitions. 
- That the supply never failed was due to the devotion to 
duty and the untiring effort of you and your men, and is 
deserving ot the highest commendation. 


By Command of Major General Muir: 


W. C. SWEENEY, 
Chief of Staff. 
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